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ABSTRACT:

Each year regional fishery biologists survey major chinook salmon spawning areas in their
respective regions to count the number of redds constructed in trend count areas and to examine,
measure, and sex carcasses. The data are made available for trend analysis and correlation with dam
and weir counts in management reports.

Redd counts and sex-length data for 1971 are presented in a series of attached tables and maps.
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RECOMMENDATIONS:

The redd count surveys and sex-length data collections should be continued to provide
management data.

OBJECTIVES:

To count chinook salmon redds in established trend areas.

To measure and sex representative samples of spawned-out chinook carcasses.

TECHNIQUES USED:

Redd counts are made from low flying, fixed-wing aircraft, helicopter, or
on foot depending on which technique is best suited for a stream. Redds are counted when preliminary
observations indicate that spawning is over and before redds become obscure from algae and silt.

Carcass surveys should be made three times during the extent of post-spawning mortalities to
eliminate bias in sex ratios noted early and late in the season.

The redd counts on the lower section of the North Fork of the Salmon River were discontinued and
a new area above Gibbonsville added in 1969. The counts for 1969, 1970 and 1971 are not directly
comparable to those from earlier years (comparable counts may be obtained from maps).

Chinook redd counts are included for selected tributaries of the Clearwater River in which
reintroduction efforts have created sizable runs.

FINDINGS:

Refer to attached Tables and Maps.
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